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CONCERNING ANGELS.

A MOSLEM is required to believe, in opposition to the Pagan
Arabs, who called the Angels the daughters of God, that
they have no sexual distinction, and that their subtle bodies,
made of fire, are not sustained by food. They are described
as his servants, and are engaged either in worship or the per-
formance of his high behests. They carry his throne, they
preside over hell, or are employed in the providential govern-
ment of the world. Thus it is declared, that thousands of
them that really gained for the Prophet the victory of Bedr
(VIIT.), though his little army fought valiantly against a su-
perior force, " And ye slew not these, but God slew them;
neither didst thou cast (the gravel into their eyes) when thou
didst cast it, for God cast it, that he might try the true
believers by a gracious triumph from himself." Two of them,
who are changed daily, are assigned to every man, to record his
good and bad actions. Men are required to love them, though
they have no personal knowledge of them. The most eminent
are, Gabriel, whom, like many of the Jews, they confound with
the Holy Ghost, and call the Angel of Revelation, his special
mission being to bring down the Koran, and he is said to be
so awful in his colossal size, that he generally appeared
under a human form; Michael, the patron of the Jews, who
fights against God's enemies; Azrael the Angel of Death; and
Israfil, who, on the resurrection-day,, will blow the trumpet
which will awaken the dead. These four fill the same offices
in the apocryphal gospel of Barnabas; and the two not
named in the Scriptures Mohammed borrowed from the
Jews, who had learned them from the Magi. Mohamme-
dans have been taught the history of the fallen angels; and
the Koran, wise beyond what is written, ascribes it to the
envy of Satan, who was cast down from heaven for refusing
to worship (that is, probably, to do homage to) Adam,
and obtained in consequence the name of Iblis